Students’ Association 
& Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 


Pune 
16-07-2015 


FTII STRIKE: Day 35 


FTI students have been issued a warning of strong administrative action by the director that 
may include rustication, if the strike is not called off immediately. We condemn this move 
taken by the administration. The notice dated 14/07/15 is disappointing, in the light of the 
fact that the nature of the protest so far has been peaceful. 


We fail to understand the reason behind the issue of this notice and ask the Director, as well 
as the Ministry, to explain why students are being warned of punitive action when we are 
only exercising our democratic right to question. In this regard we appeal to all the concerned 
citizens of the country to stand by our side and raise their voices against this veiled threat 
issued to the students. 


The strike has stayed clear of violent means of protest, as we collectively feel responsible 
towards maintaining the sanctity of the campus. Only the academic activities are being 
voluntarily boycotted by all the students. As artists our protest has been peaceful and creative. 
We have sung songs, screened films, made paintings, performed street theatre and conducted 
alternative sessions including book readings and interactions with independent artists. 


But we continue to be ignored. We have officially requested the ministry on various 
occasions to initiate another round of dialogue, to meaningfully resolve issues concerning the 
students of FTII. We have sent letters stating the same request on 9'", 14" and 15" of July and 
still await a response from the ministry. 


Instead of taking measures to build trust and make the environment conducive for the next 
round of dialogue, this move by the FTII director could derail the process of deliberation and 
discussion, the student community has been working for. 


We seek to mutually arrive at a fair and transparent selection criteria and procedure by which 
FTIL society is instituted. So that the society comprises of members who are a plural 
representation of arts and academics practiced in the country. Recent appointments of Mr. 
Gajendra Chauhan, Ms. Anagha Ghaisas, Mr. Narendra Pathak, Mr. Rahul Solapurkar and 
Mr. Sailesh Gupta, point towards an urgent need to overhaul the selection mechanism by 
which appointments are made to the FTII society. This is imperative to ensure the quality and 
standard of education in FTII is locally relevant and globally recognized. 
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